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Soil and Sustainability Projects 

3. Schritt 2015-2020: DONAURAUM 
SONDAR plus (sustainable operations network):  

Science – Alliance – Awareness  

2. Schritt bis 2014 

grenzüberschreitend 
vier ETZ-Projekte:  

SONDAR (3x) und SOPRO 

1. Schritt ab 2007 

NÖ Bodenkampagne  
„unser Boden“ SK 

eNu: 
Service, 

Gemeinde-

betreuung 

WST3, GS5, 

NÖGUS, LAK, 

Komunitas 
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Soil Strategy Network 
in the Danube Region 
3 ETZ projects between Lower Austria and SK / HU / CZ 
 

  

www.sondar.eu  

http://www.sondar.eu/
http://www.sondar.eu/


EU Soil Framework Directive: 
 

• Political and scientific majority in Europe in favour of an EU 
directive! 

• current: declaration for a new directive supported by 1.400 
scientist under the leadership of Italy 

• Currently blocking minority including GE, F, UK, NL, AT! 
     Activities of ARGE DL/Working group Sustainability support 
     awareness raising for Austrian position (SONDAR-network) 
 

Aim: 
• Voluntary measures for a comprehensive and nationwide 

soil protection 



Background: 
 

• Mission statement „Sustainable Development“ 1996 
 

• Declaration on Soil Protection 2001 
 

• ARGE DL-Intergovernmental Conference 2012 
 

• Brussels Agreement 2013: 
 

      „RDSR and ARGE constitute common working groups, which 
      take into account eleven priority areas of EUSDR and they 
      cooperate with directly. 
       …. They appreciate the principle of subsidiarity focusing especially 
      on the interests of cities, municipalities and regions in the Danube 
      countries.“ 



21. Annual Conference March 26-27, 2014 at UFT Tulln 
„SONDAR Sustainable Operations Network in the Danube Region: 
Sustainability and social production as trigger for regional 

economies in Danube countries“ 
 

WG Sustainability, Activities 2014 



21. Annual Conference March 26-27, 2014 at UFT Tulln 

Proposal for a draft decision for executive officers: 
  

     „to organize further preparations by the working group and 
      to submit and to realize the project SONDAR in the framework 
      of EU program Danube Transnational plus integration into 
      EUSDR priority areas PA6, PA7, PA8 und PA9“ 
 

WG Sustainability, Activities 2014 



SONDAR CZ-AT & ELSA-Conference, May 14-16, 2014 at Lednice/CZ  

• Conclusion of SONDAR CZ-AT 

• Official access of seven CZ municipalities to ELSA = European Land 
and Soil Alliance  

• Paint box with earth coulours delivered to EC-representative 

WG Sustainability, Activities 2014 



International Association for Danube 
Research (IAD) 
40. Conference in Sofia (June 2014) 
 

Keynote lecture  
"Danube Working Community and its role in 
the EU Strategy for the Danube Region using 
the example of soil" 

WG Sustainability, Activities 2014 



Danube LIMES Brand 
Final Conference Sept. 25-26, 2014 in Ruse/BG & Bucarest/RO 
 
• ARGE Donauländer is strategic partner (no costs) 
• Presentation of activities of ARGE Donauländer 

WG Sustainability, Activities 2014 



Soil-map 
www.soil-map.eu 

 

http://www.soil-map.eu/
http://www.soil-map.eu/
http://www.soil-map.eu/


Soil-map: detail NÖ/CZ/SK/HU 
www.soil-map.eu 

 

http://www.soil-map.eu/
http://www.soil-map.eu/
http://www.soil-map.eu/


Contributions at different levels: 
 
 International: Global Soil Partnership 
 
 Austria: Austrian Soil Forum 
 
 NÖ: Energy & Environment Agency eNu  

World Soil Year 2015 



source: Eurobarometer 2014 

Strategies against soil consumption 

target:  

 EU: zero net land take 2050 
 

Sustainability strategies: 

 Germany: 30 ha/day 

 Austria: 2 ha/day 



Update of soil map of Danube countries using the example of Lower Austria 



European Cross Border Projects (6) 
(Lower Austria with Slovakia, Hungary, Czech Rep.) 

 PA 6  SONDAR      Soil Strategy Network in the Danube Region   
 PA 6, 7, 8, 9 SOPRO        Social Production 
 PA 6, 7, 8, 9 SONDAR+    Sustainable Strategy Network in the  

         Danube Region 
 PA 9  BeFoRe       Participation Processes focusing on  

         Global Responsibility 

6 7 8 9 





Several contributions an regional, national and EU-level 
 

March 25-26 ARGE Donauländer/AK Sustainability, UFT Tulln 
 

April 28-29 Austrian Soil Forum, UFT Tulln 
 

June 11-12 ELSA-Conference „Peat soils“, Niedersachsen 
 

Oct 21-22 Europ. Network on Soil Awareness & EXPO Milano 
 

Oct 29-30 EU SDR Annual Forum, Ulm/GE  
 

Dec 3, 2015 World Soil Day, LAMUN Museum St. Pölten 
  
 

World Soil Year 2015  



Thank you for your attention! 

  

 DI Christian Steiner & DI Dr. Erwin Szlezak 
 

 ARGE Donauländer, Arbeitskreis Nachhaltigkeit 
NÖ Agrarbezirksbehörde/Fachabteilung Landentwicklung 
Landhausplatz 1, 3109 St. Pölten 

 

christian.steiner@noel.gv.at         erwin.szlezak@noel.gv.at                    
 www.unserboden.at  /  www.sondar.eu  /  www.soilart.eu  / www.sozialproduziert.at   
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