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Entrepreneurship refers to an individual’s ability to turn ideas into action.  
 

It includes 
 creativity,  
 innovation and  
 risk acceptance,  
 as well as the ability to plan and manage projects  
in order to achieve objectives.  
 

This  
 supports everyone in day-to-day life at home and in society, 
 makes employees more aware of the context of their work and better 

able to seize opportunities,  
 and provides a foundation for entrepreneurs establishing a social or 

commercial activity 

(Council Recommendation on Key Competences for Lifelong Learning COM(2005)548) 

To enterprise 



Skills acquired 

Personal skills Business skills 
• Team working • Basic economics  

• Communication • Financial literacy  

• Self-confidence  • Developing market research 

• Taking initiative  • Drafting a business plan  

• Problem-solving  • Raising finance 

• Taking calculated risk • Sales techniques  

• Leadership  • Running a business meeting 



Q4. Regardless of whether or not you would like to become self-employed, would it be feasible for you 

to be self-employed within the next 5 years? Answers “Very feasible” + “Quite feasible” 

Feasibility of becoming self-employment 
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Preference for self employment (in relation to salaried employment) 

Desirability of becoming self-employment 
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Comparing Feasibility and Desireability 
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The Oslo Agenda  
Entrepreneurship Education in Europe 

 A detailed catalogue of  47 
initiatives, based on 
successful experiences in 
Europe  

 Stakeholders can pick 
actions at the appropriate 
level 

 Relevant actors are 
indicated for each one of 
the proposed actions 



 Short layout of the 
relevant EU Policy  

 Evolution model of 
Entrepreneurship 
Education Policy 

 Examples of actions to 
be taken /Inspiration 

 Potential for funding 
from EU Structural 
Funds 

Based on existing, 
verified good practices 

 



Sources: European Environment Agency, based on Eurostat 2010 data  
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End of Life Recycling Rate (Global) for Sixty-Two Metals  (UNEP Evaluation as of January, 2010) 

>50%              >25-50%              >10-25%            1-10%                <1%            ??? 



Moving up the waste hierarchy 

PREVENTION 

PREPARING FOR RE-USE 

RECYCLING 

RECOVERY 

DISPOSAL 

WASTE 

PRODUCT (NON-WASTE) 







Decoupling Growth from  
Resource Use and Impact 

Source: UNEP/International Panel on Sustainable Resource Management, May 2010 



Public Policy for more RE 

Regulation Market-Based Instruments      Voluntary Instruments Information 

- standards 

- prohibitions 

- subsidies 

- taxes/ fees 

- cap and trade 

“Voluntary” instruments, such 

as sectoral agreements refer 

to the self- organisation of 

market actors. 

- Provision of scientific     

  and technological     

  knowledge 

- Funding information 

- Labelling 

Overcoming different types of  
    barriers for more RE 

Using the innovation ability of SME’s 



Green Action Plan for SMEs 

Context 

• Raw materials+energy and water = 50% of total 
manufacturing costs vs. 20% for labour costs. 

• 60% of total waste is not recycled, composted or reused. 

• 44% of large companies in the EU sell their scrap 
material to another company vs. 24% of SMEs. 

• Resource efficiency savings potential: € 630 billion p.a. 
for European industry. 

• World market for environmental industries is growing by 
5% a year and is expected to triple by 2030, but 87% of 
SMEs in the EU only sell in their national markets. 

 

 



Objectives: 

 Improve SME resource efficiency as a driver of companies’ 
competitiveness.  

 Enable SMEs to turn environmental challenges into business 
opportunities by improving productivity and reducing costs. 

 

34 EU actions in four areas:  

• Greening SMEs 

• Green entrepreneurship  

• Opportunities for SMEs in a greener value chain 

• Access to markets for green SMEs 

Green Action Plan for SMEs 



Greening SMEs for competitiveness & 
sustainability 

Improve 
technology 

transfer 
mechanisms 

Provide 
information, advice 

& support 

Facilitate access to 
finance 



Green Entrepreneurship for the 
companies of the future 

SME
s 

Promote eco-
innovation 

Facilitate business 
partnerting + skills & 

knowledge 

Make use of 
clusters for eco-

innovation 



Opportunities for SMEs in a greener 
value chain 

Address 
barriers to 
value chain 
collaboration 

Promote new 
business 

models & re-
use of 

materials & 
waste 

Support cross-
sectoral cooperation 
for circular economy 

 



Access to markets for green SMEs 

Foster greener 
internal market 

Facilitate uptake of 
green technology in 

partner countries 

Enable access to 
international 

markets 



Green Action Plan Governance for 
SMEs 

Inter-Service 
Group 

GAP Task 
Force 

Network of 
SME envoys 

EcoAP High 
Level Working 

Group 

GAP 
implementation 

report 



Action Pillars of Entrepreneurship2020 

Entrepreneurial education and training 
• create new generations of entrepreneurs  

 

Creating an environment where 
entrepreneurs can flourish and grow 
• offer effective support or get out of entrepreneurs’ way! 

 

Role models and reaching out = radical 

cultural change 
• entrepreneurship as 'the new cool’  

• involve groups not reached before 



Action Pillar 1 – Education & Training 

New foundations:  investing in entrepreneurial education 
is one of highest return investments possible 

• Practical experience and learning is key 

• Involve real-world entrepreneurs 

• Build knowledge, skills (business basics, creativity, responsibility, 

initiative, sense of achievement) and interest in entrepreneurship  

 

New frontiers:  higher education for entrepreneurship 

• European Institute of Technology (EIT) example 

• Universities  more entrepreneurial:  beyond transfer of 

knowledge towards active support for developing entrepreneurial 

ventures 

 



Action Pillar 2 – Environment where 
Entrepreneurs Flourish & Grow 

 Improve access to finance 

 Effective support at crucial stages in business 
lifecycle 

 New business opportunities, need for new skills 
& capabilities for digital age 

 Transfers of business 

 Efficient bankruptcy procedures and second 
chance for honest bankrupt entrepreneurs 

 Reduce regulatory burden 



Action Pillar 3 – Role models and 
reaching out to specific groups 

Entrepreneurship as attractive career option 
and more well-known entrepreneurs 
celebrated as role models 

•  Practical positive communication about rewards 
and recognition of achievements. 

New horizons: reaching out to and mobilising 
untapped entrepreneurial potential 
• Women 

• Seniors 

• Migrants 

• Unemployed 

• Young people 

 



1 – 6 months stay 

abroad 

New 

entrepreneur  
 

going abroad to learn 

from an experienced 

entrepreneur 

European Commission in cooperation with a European level 

Support Office (SO) and intermediary organisations (IOs) at 

national / regional level 

 
coordination 

support 

matching 

Practical induction 

Learning on the job, exchange of 

experience, market access, 

networking, intercultural learning 

Experienced 

host 

entrepreneur 
 

 established in 

another EU country 

Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs 

28 







• SME Policy Good Practices Catalog  
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme/best-practices/index_en.htm 

• Eurobarometer on Entrepreneurship 
 http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/enterprise_policy/survey/eurobarometer_intro.htm 

• Entrepreneurship Education 
 http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/entrepreneurship/support_measures/training_edu

cation/index.htm 

• Green Action Plan for SMEs 
 http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/sme/public-consultation-green-action-

plan/index_en.htm  

• Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs  
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/entrepreneurship/support_measures/erasmus 

• SBA 
 http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/entrepreneurship/sba_en.htm 

 SME Policy Guidebooks  
 http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme/regional-sme-policies/index_en.htm 

 
Entr-sme-envoy@ec.europa.eu 
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